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ambassador Megasthenes, who has left us descriptions o
the happy and enterprising India of his day.
In 298 B.C. the victorious Chandragupta handed ovei
the reins of India's government to his son. Travelling t<
South India, Chandragupta spent the last twelve years o
his life as a penniless ascetic, seeking-Self-realization ir
a rocky cave in Sravanabelagola, now a Mysore shrine
The same region boasts the world's largest statue, carvec
out of an immense granite boulder by the Jains in A.D
983 to honour the sage Gomateswara.
Interesting stories were minutely recorded by Greei
historians and others who accompanied or followed aftei
Alexander in his expedition to India. The narratives oi
Arrian, Diodoros, Plutarch, and Strabo the geographei
have been translated by Dr. J. W. McCrindle* to thro*
a shaft of light on ancient India. The most admirable
feature of Alexander's unsuccessful invasion was the deep
interest he displayed in Hindu philosophy and in the
yogis and holy men whom he encountered from time tc
time and whose society he eagerly sought. Shortly aftei
the Macedonian warrior had arrived in Taxila in northern
India, he sent Onesikritos (a disciple of the Hellenic school
of Diogenes) to fetch a great sannyasi of Taxila, Dandamis.
"Hail to thee, O teacher of Brahmins!" Qnesikritos
said after seeking out Dandamis in his forest retreat,
"The son of the mighty God Zeus, being Alexander who
is the,Sovereign Lord of all men, asks you to go to him.
If you comply, he will reward you with great gifts; if you
refuse, he will cut off your head!"
The yogi received calmly this fairly -compulsive invita-
tion, and "did not so much as lift up his head from his
couch of leaves".
*4I also am a son of Zeus, if Alexander be such," he
commented. "I want nothing that is Alexander's, for I am
content with what I have, while I see that he wanders
with his men over sea and land for no advantage, and is
never coming to- an end of his wanderings.
huge empire of Chandragupta Maurya. His grandson Asoka
brought the metropolis to an even greater prosperity and
splendour.
* Six volumes on Ancient India (Calcutta: Chuckervertty, Chat-
terje* & Co., 15 College Square; 1879, reissued 1927)